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with its long thin curtains, and shallow towers, all
square-angled. The castle is the only fortress.
There was a moat, probably wet, all round the
town, and between it and the castle. There are
no surface signs of pre-Byzantine occupation.
The Sheikh is beginning to thaw out: he called
me his brother to-day, which is condescension in
a Moslem: but Fincreased his prestige by holding
a sort of levee in his liwan in the morning and
answering all questions of all local gentry. The
great admiration of my little telephoto tape has
led to its disappearance. I went over the castle
again, and decided it was all fairly late: post-
Saladin at least, possibly post-Crusade. No more
photographs needed. The great broken tower is
about 60 feet high. It appears from our evening
talk that the Sheikh here is only deputy for his
elder brother, whom the Government likes in
Urfa. They are old regime and Ibrahim Pasha
men, with 2500 houses under them. This means
a force of 10 to 12 thousand men. A long talk
on all subjects in the evening, especially politics:
the Sheikh ended by going to sleep with his head
on my knee! Ate of bread, grapes and eggs:
slept badly with tooth trouble and sand-flies.

18